
Please follow the Paschal Candle and Cross in procession to the Memorial Garden for the 
committal of Loren’s ashes.

Please join us in the Great Hall
to greet the family and continue the celebration of Loren’s life.

If you wish to mark Loren’s life with a memorial,
the family has designated the following

as the recipients of such gifts.

Hospitality House of Boone
302 West King Street, Boone, North Carolina, 28607 

The Hunger and Health Coaltion
141 Health Center Drive, Boone, North Carolina, 28607

High Country Health Care System/Hospice
400 Shadowline Drive, Boone, North Carolina, 28607

St. Luke's Episcopal Church Memorial Fund
170 Council Street, Boone, North Carolina, 28607

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is a parish in the Diocese of Western North Carolina
The Rt. Rev. G. Porter Taylor, Bishop
The Rev. Cynthia K. R. Banks, Rector

170 Councill Street, 
Boone, North Carolina  28607

828-264-8943 

This service is taken from the Burial Rites in the Book of Common Prayer.

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection, this service is a celebration of life, even as we grieve all 
that we have lost.  It is a service of scripture and prayer and of joining with the whole communion of 
saints as we celebrate the life of Loren Williams.  We will be using two books during this liturgy which 
you will find in the pew rack in front of your seat or on your pew—The Book of Common Prayer and 
The Hymnal 1982.  Please join in the service by joining in the responses highlighted in bold print.

The service begins with the following anthem.  Please stand. 
I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even 
though he die. And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to me in faith, shall not 
die for ever. As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon the 
earth. After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God. I myself shall see, 
and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger. For none of us has life in himself, 
and none becomes his own master when he dies. For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, 
and if we die, we die in the Lord. So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession. 
Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labors.

The Celebrant then says
The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed death, and brought 
life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Wyman Loren Williams, Jr., being raised 
by him, may know the strength of his presence, and rejoice in his eternal glory; who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding: Deal graciously with Sarah, 
Loren, Steve, and David, Susan, Helen, and Sarah, Kate, Sam, Sally, Aaron, and Robert, and all 
gathered here in their grief. Surround them with your love, that they may not be overwhelmed 
by their loss, but have confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

God our Comforter, you are a refuge and a strength for us, a helper close at hand in times of 
distress.  Help us so to hear the words of our faith that our fear is dispelled, our loneliness eased, 
and our hope reawakened.  May your Holy Spirit lift us above our natural sorrow, to the peace 
and light of your constant love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Lessons from Scripture

A Reading from Isaiah 61:1-3.
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, to display his glory. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 Page 612, BCP
Dominus regit me
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want. 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters. 
3 He revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You spread a table before me 
in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, 
and my cup is running over. 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
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Closing Hymn     Joyful, joyful we adore thee                                  Hymn 376
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Communion

Music During Communion          Jerusalem, my happy home                     Hymn 620
The King of love my shepherd is        Hymn 645    

Shalom, my friend           Hebrew Melody
         Choir

Post-Communion Prayer
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food 
and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste of 
your heavenly banquet.  Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, 
and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
Amen.

The Commendation
The Celebrant and servers take their place at the body. 
This anthem is said
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the 
earth, and to earth shall we return.  For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, "You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we 
make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.

The Celebrant, facing the body, says
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Loren. Acknowledge, we humbly 
beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal
Deacon     Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People      Thanks be to God.
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A Reading from II Corinthians 4:16-5:9
We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; 
for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be 
clothed with our heavenly dwelling-- if indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found 
naked. For while we are still in this tent, we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be 
unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who 
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord-- for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we 
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121 Page 779, BCP
Levavi oculos 
1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; *
from where is my help to come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved *
and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
4 Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel *
shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
5 The LORD himself watches over you; *
the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
6 So that the sun shall not strike you by day, *
nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; *
it is he who shall keep you safe. 
8 The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, *
from this time forth for evermore. 
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Gospel Procession                         Jesus, Son of Mary       Hymn 357

The Gospel
Then, all standing, the Deacon reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 14:1-6
Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going." Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?" Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him."

Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and 
Jacob and Leah and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your 
hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for 
solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy 
Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 
name.
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation. AMEN.

The Celebrant continues
As our Savior has taught us, we now pray.
People and Celebrant
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

The Priest then breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
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From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Proulx © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708724.

The Breaking of the Bread         Jesus, Lamb of God                            S-164 



And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

The Celebrant continues
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the 
Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and 
Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.
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From Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert; arr. Richard Proulx © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708724.

Sanctus+Benedictus        Holy, holy, holy Lord              S-130

At the end of the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Reflections              Loren Williams III and Steve Williams

The Homily The Rev. Cynthia K. R. Banks

Affirmation of Faith
The Apostles’ Creed may then be said, all standing. 
The Celebrant introduces the Creed with these words
In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say,
Celebrant and People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers     Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 497
For our brother Loren, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection and I 
am Life.”

Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for Loren, 
and dry the tears of those who weep.
Hear us, Lord.

You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow.
Hear us, Lord.

You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life.
Hear us, Lord.

You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of heaven.
Hear us, Lord.

Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him fellowship with 
all your saints.
Hear us, Lord.
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He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your heavenly 
kingdom.
Hear us, Lord.

Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, and 
eternal life our hope.
Hear us, Lord.

Silence may be kept.

The Celebrant concludes with the following prayer
Father of all, we pray to you for Loren, and for all those whom we love but see no longer. Grant 
to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May his soul and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People      And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table

The Offertory            Immortal, invisible, God only wise                     Hymn 423
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The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer C          BCP 369

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
Glory to you for ever and ever.
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the 
planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
By your will they were created and have their being.
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another.
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill 
your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.
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